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 First-Year Students Join Labs 
 
Patrick McLaughlin:  Ando van der Velden 
Brodie Miles:  Christopher Cutler 
Nana Minkah:  Laurie Krug 
Esma Ucisik-Akkaya:  Aaron Neiman 
Yueting Zheng:  Patrick Hearing 
 

 Awards 
 
Congratulations to Chunling Wang for receiving travel awards from the American Society for Virology 
($500) and Sigma Xi ($100) to attend the 29th annual meeting of the American Society for Virology at 
Montana State University in Bozeman, MT. 
 

 Recent Graduates 
 
Congratulations to Nicholas Navin on the successful defense of his dissertation, “Inferring Tumor 
Progression from Genomic Heterogeneity” on July 9, 2010.  Nick is continuing his work in Michael 
Wigler’s group at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory as a postdoctoral fellow. 
 
Amir Zeituni defended his dissertation, “The Specific Interactions Between Dendritic Cells and 
Porphyromonas gingivalis”, on August 24, 2010 and will graduate in December.  Amir will conduct his 
postdoctoral research at the National Institutes of Health in the laboratory of Carole Long.  
Congratulations! 
 

 Save the Dates 
 
The 32nd Annual Retreat of the Department of Molecular Genetics and Microbiology will be held on 
Friday, October 1 at the Port Jefferson Village Center.  In addition to oral presentations, there will 
be a poster session and the presentation of graduate student awards.  Graduate students should all 
plan to present a poster. 
 
Students will be hosting Dr. David Raulet from UC Berkeley on Monday, October 11th.  The title of 
Dr. Raulet’s seminar is “Natural Killer Cells and Natural Killer Cell Receptors in Tumor Immune 
Surveillance."  Please make a note of this special seminar.  If you would like to speak with Dr. Raulet 
during his visit, please contact hosts DeAnna Bublitz (deannabublitz@gmail.com) or Alexis Santana 
(Alexis.Santana.77@gmail.com). 
 

 Rotations for 2010-2011 
 
Fall  August 30 – November 26 
Winter  November 29 – February 11 
Spring  February 14 – May 13 
 



 
 New Training Faculty Members 
 
Dr. Sumita Bhaduri-McIntosh, M.D., a new Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular Genetics 
& Microbiology, has joined the Program.  Dr. Bhaduri-McIntosh trained in the laboratory of George 
Miller at Yale University and her research focus is on the early events that occur upon infection of 
B lymphocytes by Epstein-Barr virus and the regulation of the latent-lytic cycle switch.  Her lab is 
located on the first floor of the Life Sciences Building, room 161.   
 
Dr. Jessica Seeliger, Ph.D. has joined our training program.  Dr. Seeliger, a new Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Pharmacological Sciences, conducted her postdoctoral research in the 
laboratory of Carolyne Bertozzi at the University of California, Berkeley.  Her laboratory will 
investigate mycobacterial cell wall and membrane biogenesis. 
 
Please help us welcome Drs. Bhaduri-McIntosh and Seeliger to the Program! 
 

 New web site 
 
The MGM web site has been redesigned.  Check it out at http://www.mgm.stonybrook.edu/index.shtml. 


